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Exodus xxxiii. 19. 
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* 2 2 gracious 70 bon 3 


will be gracious, and . 


F Mercy rowhom I w will ſbew | 5. 
N the esd Verſe, Wile addr th, tha 4 
Lord with this Requeſt, I be/cech thee fbew me, 
| | thy Glory, Never ere Man ſince the Fall in 
- this Life had been Mc with ſo frequent, 
intimate and long continued Converſe and, 
| ommunion with God as Moſes, like a Man with - 
— Friend, and very lately, for forty Days together 
4 thout Intermiſfion : And yet, at the Re- 


dve from a ſurfeiting Satie ety, he ſtill earneſtly de- 


es Acquaintance with ina higher Mexkure,. 5 
/ pon we may Obſery 


erve, : 
That thoſe who are bleſſed with a bring A Ty 
Fw God and Tome Meaſure of * Come. 


munion a with bhi are covetin fill n more 

of the Knowledpe of Got in ering til mn Jeſus: I 
their Deſires after other Objects are hereby in a great 
Degree ſuperſeded, as pears by the P 

the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 73. 25. Whom have I in He ven 

but tl ea? . there is none upon Frarth,thet I 
ſides the And of Paul, Philly. 3. 8. 775 a 
and I count all Things but Loſs, for the mam a oof 2 thei 
. Knowledge of Obrif Feſus ny Lad, 


rofeſſion o 


Juffered the Loſs of all * and 4 count whim nl q 


. 


Dung that Imay uin 
But their Appetite after more is raiſed by the Tail 


they have had of the Sweetneſs of ConfMunion with 
God in Chriſt; It's à fad Symptom, chat he is whol 
ly a p 0th to any ſaving Acquaintance and Com] 
Mugion with God, who hath r ie and e 
fi Ires no more. 

Zut to return to Moſes 8 Praybr, 7 beech _ 
me thy Gery, that is, make me to ſee ory, 
make it ſome Way or other viſible to me: 


4 
RH 
4 


3 
[ 
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We know Moſes was not ſo ignorant as to thin 


that God's, proper Eſſence could be ſeen by bodily 
Bes; but Bari hitherto only heard a Voice o 


of a Phar of and Fire, he pow e to K 


We Repreſerttarion of the divine Glory, 
God wright — fit to gratify him m with. . 35 
7 8 91 42 1 
28 ** 


7. G0 n Me ſes that. 
nor fe to be e a 5 "which Par 
himſelf 1 not 7 Both, ver; 20, nd þ 
eben & RN cls, fi?” chart fall as 
ne am For, © 
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= Ma Timid bet we bays — what 
S Par Te was beſt.) fox Niels That he werde 
r,deny'd. A Pons Sight gf the beer of Jag 
old quite ee the Faculties of any mortal 
an in the preſent State. It is-in- Ce 10 
F Frame, that God e Lees of hit 
rar and ſr Aub. uud n 4. Burt 


712 * ' R&D 
% God. grants G0 22 what mail * abigy: | 
y ſatisfying. Fe ſhall hear hag: would. pla 
. T will make all an (redneſs 
5 and I will proclaim the Name of the ird 25 ve 

be, and will be gracious c. as in A Next. 
the beſt Anf er to Moſes his Requeſt. 754 
1 Cum, Gays he, and Gad gracioully ahſusera by 
ing him, I will ſhew thee my] Gooduebs: &c. 
od's Gopgned js his Glory, and he would have us 
ow. * by the Glory of his 1 OE * 55 
ry af his Majeſty. Næw che Height | of 
; os Gooch even the ſpecial Glory of it, LED 1.43 
ini vercignty thergef, held forth na dearly in our 


ext. 1 
a the Glary of the Goodach! of:God, that hy 1 
an abſolute Proprigtor, makes what Differance he; 

ales in the Boſtowment of his Gifts ; as not being. 

r nor accountable yu 20, Moy not he 1 8 
will ith his o, 

s the Glory of Divine Gogdneſs, that all ery 
aſons of 14 are fetcht from within himſelf: 
dt from any Thing in the Creature whiah ig dh 

og rt - As be bath Mercy an whom 

e he will, as our bleſſed Jalus> . * 
* Mat. 11. 26. AO e 

Lie left. 8 e : "2 1 | 
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As ſor che Diſplays' Tath, 
merely ſovereign ard ier: There is always 4 

. 4 vob found in the Creature God never 

will be angry at whom I Will be angry; for 
his Wrath is nt juſt and holy. But 24 ſays, 
Till „e be I will be eric ce; for 
his Grace is always free and arbitrary. God never 
damns by Prerogative, but he alwa ways faves by 7088 

utive, . n 

What 1 ſhall further offer on this Subject will de 
in clearing up and-applying this . 


: + . 1847 4,5 «if 
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1 2 0 0 WP * i N E. | mo es 
92 e OF - Viv V 7 
vi he Mercy of God to any'of his ſinful Otis . 
hath it's 2 in and takes it's Riſe"from | 
His" mere ſovereign, arbitrary g good Er 2 
25 a l ae & ts 
Te n and fundamental Doctrine of the Gol 
* becauſe it is wholly ſubverſive” of all carnal Pe- 
pendance, we have naturally, through the wretched i 
Pride of our Hearts, a very great and fatal Averſion W 
. But it is truly moſt uſeful ànd encouraging to 
r Sinnen enquiring the Way to Zion with their 
Facesthitherward; as well as moſt refreſhingly F weet 
and delightful to thoſe, who are bro't ſavingly home 
to God in Chriſt, and have found him, whom their 
Souls love, and after whom they ye been ſor- 
rowing; Ko may be herein Mir tore particularly 1 
conſidered. en n 360 
his Doctrine 1 wall auer to iluftrate, by 
conſidering ſundry Inſtances of the Grace and Mercy 
of God towards ſome of his ſinful Creatures, reſpe 
— their everlaſtin ng Welfare; and obſetve as I paſs 
along, that theſe all have their Foundation in, * 
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ke their Riſe from: God's! mere een good | 


M. pc 2 Lanes of. the adorable Goodneſs 
ad Mercy of God n his gracious. Deſign of the 
ecovery and Satvadionof” any of his fallen, _ 
id miſerable Creatur ; 
That the glorious / od Has ended and a 
ch a gracious Deſign, is not the Thing which I now 
tend to prove, nor do wie need to have it proven to 
„who enjoy the Light of the glorĩous Goſpel, and 
univerſally; . to it, 28 2 Foint out of all 
Piipute, ed 7: 1 
What I am ts Giew:i is, chat this gracious Deſign 
f God flows from his own mere ſovereign AY 
eaſure. This will appear, if we conſider 
1. That no Wrong had been done the ſinful fallen | 
reature, if it had been 8 abandoned unte call | 
zedileſs Ruin. e 
What is ttrietiy a Point of Juſtice i is -not e 1 
t.neceſſary ; and the Subject is really wronged that 
denied any Good, to ied it hath a Claim: But 
here is no Wrong done to the Subject from who 
wich. holden only that which he hath no juſt Claii 
d : Therefore the ſinful fallen Creature had not 
een wrong' d, if there neverthad been any DeſigRgn 
aid for his Recovery and Salvation: Here, ,t, 
outh muſt be fephed and all the ſinful Marl berome 
uilty before Cod. It's therefore apparent, that it's 
wing only to the ſovereign good Pleaſure of God, 
hat a Deſign is laid fon the Recovery and Salvatin 
df any ſinful fallen Creatures. Moreover,, 
2. God could have recovered bin Se Glory er- 8 
tually to all Intents and Purpoſes, of his finful fallen - 
Creatures, without 3 their * 2 
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muſt 0 nor can 15 be fruſtrated A 
his End. But he may freely chuſe the Way, wherein 
he will baye his Glory of any of his Creatures. It 
is certain, that God i is lorified i in the eternal Deftrue- 
tion of ſome as well as in the eternal re- 
| rages "The. Lord is known iy the Fudgment 
A eee, e 1 I 
the Nations that forget God I # 17. 
The Apoſtle Paul plainly. 4 ay 
and will have his Glory as Ao in al 2 
28 in the Salvation of Sinners, Ram. 9. 24, 23. which Wii 
read at Leiſure. Yea, the ver joodnefs of Got 
had been ſufficiently emblazon'd, without ah 
à Deſign of the Recovery and Salvation of any f 
Creatures; I mean his Goodneſs in Creation, ani 
his infinite Condeſcention in binding himſelf in Cove: -Y 
nant, to reward with an happy Immortality chat 
perfect Obedience, which the intelligent Creature 
was made capable of yielding, and which God might 
4 if he pleaſed ) have exaRted of him in nr 
own abiolute Sovereignty. Again conſider, i 
3. God's great End in deſigning the Rex 1 
Salvation of any of his fallen Creatures, is the Mani Y 
feſtation of the Riches of bis Grace, as you may fer; 
in £h, 1. 4, 5, 6, 7. Now the Glory of Drin 
Grace conſifts not ouly in it's being conferted on 
the unworthy and ill-deſervicig, nor merely-in the 
Readineſs Willingneſs of od in beſtowing 4 
ame; but alſo — in God a Petfen and abſo- 
flute Liberty on both Sides equally : That is either 
to grant or with- hold as ſeems good to him. Take 
away this abſolute Libe they do whe _ 


tc chedly eclipſe the Glory « it, Onco mite . 


0 ider, n e e hart 991 4 r N 
5 ; * . : we — . 1 


Lea — thons 
2 of Suretidhip, have provided forth 
aer's Salvation. But this we m venture to y, 
lade only, that this is the only: Way, whith 
d hath: been pleaſed-to reveal —— that 
are not capable of cenceiving of any other Way 
e the Glory. and Honour uf all che "A 
8 — * ä it i againit al Reaſon to 
oc — chereby —— himſelf, God hood bs 
der an ecelfity of accepting a inſom © | 
= inſtead. 'of the Sinaer'5-His-Crime being | 
tal : Much leſ can God be ſuppoſed holdeny/ts | 
ovide for a Sinner ſuch. A Ranſom, Tue Macter | 
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ein this Inſtance a clear Proof: of -cho abſolute . 
dvexcignty of Divine Grace, Here conſider, © 
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1. Th „ Nothing in \ Man conceivable; which 
is not to be found in the ſinning Angels, which. might 
make Man rather choſen for a Subject of Mercy 
than Devils. Are the Devils deſerving Gods x 
Wrath and. Curſ forever for Rebellion and Faux 
againft God ? So is Man. et e ieee e 
And if any ſuppoſe, that mere Miſery ielelf dives 
in ſome Reſpects, recommend the Subject to Mercy; 
it muſt be allowed, that Devils, in this Regard, Rand 
as fair Candidates for Mercy as Men, if not fairer; 
for they are doubtleſs as iniferable and as. ſenſibly: ſo 
28 Men are, excepting only that they have not this to 
. UPON, a8 Goſpel Sinners have, that they hae 
| ende ed Salvation. * LIE 1043-18 rh; 
The Miſery of the Creature may be be conſider- 

A 25 as the Objea, but not a5the Art Motive een 
JE The Glory Seien geld 8 = 
2 in the dalvation of Devils as of Men. It's ſo 
ove that there needs not a Word . n in At's 
nfir mation. N {it 4957 

3. Carnal. Men have the — pride, Enmity 
and. Antipathy ag: inſt the Way of Salvation: which 


God hath provided, until it be gain by the mighty 


Power of God, as Devils themſelves can be ſuppo- 
ſed to have. The Apoſtle tells us, Rom. B. . Tb 
carnal Mind is Enmity again God, &. And God 
could have deſigned and effected a 8 
the Enmity of Devils, as well as of Men. Vea, 
4. What Odds their appears betwixt ſinful A801 
and e — — would have 3 Aw — 
thought them the more likely Objects 
Mercy, than Men; by Reaſon of the Superiority: of 
their natural ORE" ould. Service and e of 
5 1 - $4 Þ nr ll 2 3 
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Happineſs, 


God may be fruſtrated; ofihisown- 


God ; K = ett Hemh 
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III. | Theiavereiquty: of 30d is diſcovered i ia 4 
viz. that ſome, not all of the ſinful human Race are 
the deſigned Subjects of Recovery and Salvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt. It's certain, that ſome only, and 
not all of thelndividual of: Mankind are the deſigned 
Subjects of this Recovery. We all readily yield that 
this Recovery does not in Fact take Place in the 
Caſe of all, but of ſome only; upon which it will 
follow, that it was not deſigned for all, but for ſome 
only: Unleſs we ſupopſe (what is moſt abſurd) that | 
and Pur- 
poſe, Now, what Reaſon for this can we give, 
ſaving the mere Sovereignty of divine Grace ? Sure 
none at all. For, eue 

1. The: Remedy provided of Value edioughithr | 
the Recovery and Salvation of all, were the Number 
a Million Times as great as it is. What is ſufficient i 
for. any One muſt be of an infinite Value 8 
what is infinite is ſufficient for all. The 
ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſays, Col. 1. 16. Je pleaſt 
Father, that in him l all Fulneſs diuell. 
2. It was not neceſſary 


3 1 
for the Honour of God's 4 
vindictive Juſtice, that Gd be ſecluded ohm 14 
when others are admitted to partake in the | 
ed Recovery by Jeſus Chriſt : for Divine J E \ 
er; ee ſat in 1 ſuch ann as on the Croſs b 
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of Chriſt. 


3. If all as well as: any badbeen: the 4efigned.Sub- 


jets of this Recovery by Jeſus. Chriſt, the: Mercy of 


God would have had o dope. more mn wan 
numents. 
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4. All are alike involy- 4 f in Guilt, expoſed to the 
Wrath of | and tremendous Curſes of the La 
and alike naturally indiſpoſed to accept of the Reme - 
dy provided. This Caſe chereſoro ma be cle 
into _ Sovereignty, TTL ES 
IV. That only Camden Children of Men'e en 
| joy. the external Means of: Grace and Salvation is 
owing to God's mere ſovereign good Pleaſure. You 
know this is Fact, ſome: only, excluſive of others, 
enjoy the outward Means of Grace and Salvation 
This was for many Ages the peculiar: Privilege of the 
Iſraelites, exclufive of all ether Nations, Pal. 25 45 
19, 20. And now its the diſtinguiſhing Pri 
of the Chriftian Nations, not common to all Mas: 
kind. This flows from the mere arbitrary ; good. 
Pleaſure of God: As Moſes i in the Name of 
aſſures the Iſraelites, that they might not vaunt them- 
ſelves, Deut. 7. 6, 5, 8. And as our Saviour aſſuret 
us, Hat. 11. 25, 26. Tthank ibee, O Father Lora 
cauſe thou hadt bid theſe Things 


of Heaven and Earth, be 
from the I iſe and Prudent, and haſt revealed them 
thy Sigh. © err gore pres 
e 


V. That only . 0 
e — the Word; when 
others. enjoyingthe ſame or the like outward Advan- 
«ages and Helps are never the better: therefor, ariſes 
from God's arbitrary and ſovereign good Pleaſure. 
Ar the ſame Time when Lydia's . uns opened, 
what e attended to tb Things fpoten Sy Pand, in n 
nid Converſton; there were many them profent, 
who probably were not at all wrought upon far their 
good, * 16. 13, * Of "ey Hearers there 
were 
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| were Three: Thouſand converted by one rowzing 
Sermon, As 2. 144. But of  Srephen's Heaters 
we don't know that there was-ſo much as one o 
verted by his Setmon, very much of the ſame Kine 
| kindly Convictions, were filled with a blood-thirfty 
Rage againſt their faithſulReprover, A#57. * Filix 
met with a Shock of Conviftion that ſet him & 


16. 29. of: which one only iſſued in Converfion. 
Thus it hath been in all Ages and Places of ' Chrif- 

tianity,to the preſent : And perhaps there has ſcarcely | 
ever — a Period, ſince theApoſtolick Age, wherein 
hath been more conſpicuous than in the preſent Day, 
what n — in — Time, 2 Cor, 
2. I5, 16. e are unto God a fwert Sawvour of Chyift, 
in — thut are ſaved, and in them that 1 15 | 


comes this Diference ? Iv it becauls of ſocncthing 


God above others? No, nv. Thoſe diftinguiſhing 
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which evidently prove hardaing to others, muſt and 
ereign Grace. I is not of 


will aſſign it to meer fov 
him that willeth, ar & bim that runneth, but of God 
that fhreveth Mercy; Rem. 9. 16. Although we are 
to work ont our own Salvation with Fear and Tm 
bling ; Yet we are to know, that it is God that wor- 
Kerb in us to will and to do of his c good Plrafure, 


e ee on 
Having thus ifluſtrated and confirmed the Doctrine, 


I proceed to the 


trembling, Act 24. 25. as well as the Jaylor, fe 


the one we are @ Sawour of Death unto Death, and ts _ 
the other a Sauer of Life unto Life, Now whence 


diſtinguiſhingly found in ſome to recommend them to 
favoured with ſaving Grace, under the ſame Means |, | 
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| Glory, as Labours are of 


Lorton ver. 37. and in 


om APPLICATION: 7207 
Use 1. Hence infer, that its a great Miſtake and 

of very dangerous Conſequence, which many carnal 

Perſons under the Goſpel fall into, ho will perſwade 


themſelves, that they are able (with the common 


Concurrence of divine Providence in upholding their 


Beings and Faculties.) to do that which hath a certain 


Connection with, or which ſhall aſſuredly iſſue in their 
Converſion and eternal Salvation. By Converſation 
with ſundry Perſons conſiderably concern'd. for their 


Souls, I find thisMiſtake is inbibed and deeply rooted ; 
and it may be ſo in many more than I am aware of. 
I believe, that upon Inquiry moſt of you if not all, 
will at once readily own, and think you do it ſincere- 
od that you have never done nor can do any 


which is proper Waga. No of Grace and 
No, your Hope is 
in Chriſt and in him alone. "Bus yet you ſecretly 


think, that you either have done, or can and 


will do that which hath a ſure Connection with 
your ſpiritual and eternal Welfare. You will own, 


925 can't repent of your Sins ſavingly in your own 


h, can't turn your Heart of Stone into an Heart | 
1158, can't believe in Chriſt to the ſaving of your 
ls, can't convert your ſelves from Darkneſs to Light, 


from the Power of Satan unto God. But yet you 


may imagine your ſelves — to do that, which ſhall 
certainly iſſue in this happy Change. This is a great 
Miſtake ariſing principally from a Miſunderſtanding 


of the Promiſes of the Goſpel, as to the Subjects there- 


of: ſuch as we have in Exel. 1 25, 26 e. "Tak 
at. 7 * REI 


11. 13. 
No derten in a carnal State, many of a 


are n to entertain a Thought, that by their own 


Doings * thy ih an © prop 
are infuret of ſpiritual and faving Mercies, b ; 
of theſe dnt uch like Promiſes, which Ge 


for no gractleſs' Perfoti hath any Claim to one Pra- 
iſe of ſaving” Mercies in the Whole Book of Ge 
115 06 hard : * 5 int — man to patiently bear, bit 


Bread,they are iar Inheritance of thoſe who, 
by afaving Faith, bo in Chtift Jeſus, and Chriſtlels 
Souls have no Inteteſt in them; For the Apoſtle tells 
us, that'all 750 PForiiſes © IG 1 Chri 


in bim Amen to the Glory 15 God by us, 2 Cor. 1.20. 
And if ſo, What claim have chtiſtleſs Sinners tothe 
Protniſeb If God be a Soveripn Deſpehſer of his 
ſaving Graces and Fayours and may grant , or wi 


have etideavbur'd before to ſhew ; then Sinners 
their natural State hive no Claim to the Promiſes : 
For if God had once bound biinfelf by bis Pro fe 
to any of his Creatures; he is no more at. perfect 


by eee pleaſe him; but inviolab hol: 
miſe, An it were "not juſt in God to with⸗ 
en the ſame. 

Let me here flew! Sits in ſufidry Particulars 
this 


iſtake, which I am Tpeaking of.” 


flick faſt on the firſt Covehant, 1 
Works ; | becauſe 4 Vis mg once broken, = 

Claim to be made Tem f it, 19 8 2 
elfe but the Curſes 6 it.” Gy irtu be 'of th 
nat whi ilſt y et unbroken ye be PR. 155 
might Have" certainiy* , 
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vtoherſy merkt, yt 14 i 


made them in His Word. But this n all a Miftake ; 
it's true. 1 us act are Gen I 
E eu 


Up 475 yea, au 
hold them according to his mere good Pleaſure, 3 1 | 
Liberty __ - grant or #fth-hotd "the p the, plomih | 


(at Fl ſomething 55 the) Greatneſs and Danget of 
1. It muſt be very dangerous for $ Sit gels Lin to 


here is no. 


11 
i 8 


| "i D Sovereignty; in a the | 


lent to the ſtipulated Wages. 


our Salvation on the Head of rich, free and fovereign 


- do, may claim the Promiſes, 
torender Grace and Glory cheap and contemptible, 


vour and everlaſting. Happineſs. But, how.? Wh 
merely by Virtue of God's Covenant. Promiſe... hy, 
Man can ever imagine, that the Obedience. required of 
Man at firſt, & particularly in that determining Point, 
vix. his reftaining to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of 


Good and Evil, could have any Thing at all of * 


ſolute or proper Merit in the Nature of it; muc 

leſs in any Meaſure equivalent to the Bleflings, he 
would have reaped thereby, had he been obedient; 28 
painful Labours for another are of a Merit equiye- 
Now for a poor Sin- 
ner to perſwade himſelf, upon what he has done or 


can do, that he hath a good Claim to converting and 


ſaving Mercies by Vertue of the Promiſes, is, nothing 
more or leſs, than to ſtand to this Moment on the 


Foot of a Covenant of Works, as really in the 


Eſſentials of it as ever Man in the inning did: 
And the unhappy Creature js all this while going 
about to eſtabliſh a Raſh of his own, of the 
fame Kind with the Righteouſneſs required under 
the firſt Covenant, which conſiſted in a e 
with the Condition, on which an happy Immortality 
vas then promiſed. 


2. To ſuppoſe that a Sinner in his natural State 


doth or can do that which will entitle him to the Pro- 


miſes of Grace and Salvation, is quite 8 
with and contrary to the whole Tenor and mai r 


of the Goſpel, which is perfectly to exclude all 
ing in and of our ſelves, and to lay the Crown of 


Grace thro Chriſt Jeſus. Rom. 3. 27. 
3. To ſuppoſe that a Sinner by any Thing he can 
th a direct Tendency 


"and to harden Sinners in their * thereof, It's 
very 


2155" 


Salvation” of Sinners 19 
very apparent that many under' the Goſpel think; that 
the attaining of a ſaving Faith in Chriſt and Repen- 
tance unto Life, is nothing ſo diffieult and hazardous 
as ſome repreſent it to be; and that they need not 
be ſo very ſpeedy and earneſt in the Queff thereof aa 
ſome would have them to be. Now one great cauſe 
is this ſad Miſtake we are ſpeaking of. They think 
that theſe'Bleffings, with all others depending there- 
upon, are ſecured to them in the Promiſes: It is 
but ſeeking for them in Sincerity, which, they ſuppoſe 
they can do at any Time and they ſhall certainly find, 
for God hath promiſed them; this makes them careleſs | 
and dilatory to their Ruin. n | 

On the contrary, it's apparent, that a dus Senſe of 
divine Sovereignty in the Diſpenſations of Grace, 
hath a happy Tendency to invigorate our 'Purfuits 
thereof: if there be any Pertinence in the Apoſteſs 

Talk, Philip. 2. 12, 43. Work out your own” Salva- 
tion with Fear and" Trembling ; for it is God which 
worketh in you to Will and to do if bis good Pleafurt. | 

4. If it were poſſible for Perſons continuing under 
this Miſtake which I am ſpeaking of, yet to beco 
Subjects of ſpecial Grace here, and Glory hereafter 
I can't conceive how it's poſſible for thee to taſte 
a tenth (T was going to fay a thouſandth) Part of the ' 
Sweetneſs thereof. O] it's the Sovereignty and ab- 
ſolute Freeneſs of Divine Grace to us (who might 

have been juſtly aband oned to eternal Ruin as well as 

others after our utmoſt Efforts) which makes it ſo ra- 
viſhingly delightful unto our Souls. To this you 
can all in ſome good Meaſure witneſs, who have (as 
the Apoſtle lays, I Pet. 2. 3. ) tofted that r Lana 
it gracious. | 

That which ne the —— "Riches of his 2 race 


in bis Kindneſs toward N. through Fefus co 


9 


G through K 
22 5 1 Gree wr png H 22 
if lf Woke leaft any Man. ſhould 44. 45 3.75 


5, To, what hath been offered, 1 only..add 
this gng, Conſideration farther under. this Haad-wiz, 
that Copyerts, who. have at firſt ſought regen ing 
and ſaving Grace under this Notion, that the Promi- 
ſes of God fecure the fame. th chan, 06 — Q 
their own faithful Endeavours, in Queſt thereof, have 
bern obliged after all their, vain Struggles on thisFoot, 
at laſt. to lie down at the Foot of divine Sovexeignty 
and acknowledge that if they periſh at laſi, notwi 
(Line what they ey. od would remain per- 

us jub.holy and trye, and they. july wife 
ar 

0 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


That you may all more clearly Tee. 1 Truths 
fuppole the Matter were 4 2 1 Ferm oa Gr 
duch Sylogiſm thus, 

_ -Eyery adult Perſon of comm an. UnderBaading un; 
the Li ag the ee duly ce 
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The fc Propoſut 100 ia. that. © Pen ag tee 

common Paderſanding under the he Light of the Gof- 
pel, who, duly ' improves. himſelf in ſeeking. 

zation and Salvation by Jeſus. Qhriſt, is 1 dy-the 
| Promiſes of God, that = ſhall obtain the ſame, Thi 
Men are rag fond of, and Lebe 

Sinner under his fit an Gi his Soul and 
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2 7 a Off him a Chaim to converting {arages 
diſtarbed, if; a Miniber tolls him plainly 
— "aſe ts [aboyrs arg vain on this Suppoſition 
Jet what will be igid on the 
other. Side of the-Queſtion, the Sinner his ſirſſ 
Awakenings, through tbs-xgigning Pride of bis Hows 
ſcorning to come quite empty handed, will eadeav 
and think to ohtain eee by þ his own induſtey 
wich the common Se divine Pravideneg 
in n his Beigg and Faculties, t hall en- 


tile him at leaſt to a Promiſe of converting Grace. 


fully converted, can (I. believe) by-your 'ownExperi- 
ence atteſt to the Truth of this. But now appeal 
to yu: Say in the Preſence; and in the Fear ct 


ee Perm 5 . 
any one Angle Perſon. among ve 4 Con; 
pon 79. 2 ue eons eh nm 
ave dyly. improved my ſelf in ſceking/regenerati 

Grace and Salyation by. Jeſus Chriſt : I have gone 
as far 35 poſlibly 1 I could, without repewing Grace in 
the Reformation of hat I know has heen atmiſs in 

Point of Omiſſiens ang-Cammiſſions, in the cloſeſt 
and maſt ſtrict Meditation, in the maſt eargeſt, uehe- 
ment and ſeadily perſtvoring Importunity in Prayer- 
fulneſs Fr. If any of you my 
Challenge, will venture $9 aſtume poſitively for your 
ſelves ; I may venture, without the Rreach of Chari- 
ty to y of you that yay are hold as blind Bayard, 
and 4herefore 


ble and 


Chrifian will (upon his long eſt 


VER ger BLISEDTTEESE at Ke 


Sundry, of you who; now bear me and who Ne hope- 


Hearers, upon ſuch a 


held becauſe ſtark blind. Every ſenſt- 


heren ꝰẽ,ꝗ 
Trial this Way ) be canſtrain'd: to.pwn. x Alas for 
n r ſaully debsient: in Dyloprovements 


1 $\ * 21 1 
— 9 


God, who. Suchsth tha Hearts and Wied tn Reins = i 


Sam nor ** 


of | Sms Gifts and Advantages; / I night! have 
done very much more and better than I have' done, 
without ſpecial Tenewing Grace. 'You my F riends 
who have experienc'd a ſaving Change (I am moral- 
1y aſſured) will, upon a ſerious Reflection, find") your 
Ives obliged to own this, that after all your vain 
Struggles againſt it, you have been compell'd to make 


divine Sovereignty, and ſubſeribe to that in Rom. {« 
18. Therefore ath be Mercy on whom” bad wred 8 
Merey, way whom n be bardneth. TOA 
Ver U. Of Trution! 1 would in the Name 90 
7. ear of God ſolemnly warn and caution my ſelf and 
all that hear ine, againſt the dreadful Abuſe of the 
Doctrine of the Sovereignty of Divine Grace, to the 
aſcertaining our eternal Ruin. Our Text and Doc- 
trine preſent us with one of the moſt. beautiful ſweet 
and refreſhing' Flowers of Paradiſe. But'as à Spider 
or Serpent may extract the moſt deadly Poiſon from 
the ſame Flower out of which the Bee ſucks the 
richeſt and ſweeteſt Honey; ſo it is with any preci- 
'ous Truth of the Goſpel, and this in particular: 
While it is improved by ſome to their everlaſting Be- 
'nefit, it's abuſed by o thers to their conſummate 
Ruin. Let us — be caution'd againſt the Abuſe 
of this Doctrine, either in juſtifying or in any Mea- 
ſure excuſing and apologizing for our own Negligence 
or 1 ndolence, i in the Buſineſs of our ſpiritual and e- 
ternal Salvation. Some will ſay, if T was verily per- 
ſcraded, that God's Mercy flows only from his mere 
Sovereignty, and that I have no Promiſe of Eonvett- 
ing and ſaving Grace on my own'fincereEndeavours; 
I would never incline an Ear, nor move an Handl or 
"Poor or Tongue or Thought in the Buſineſs of my 
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your” dernier Reſort to, and fall down at the hog fo of | 


Salvation 


= Salvation of Sinners. 


Salvation, but lazily wait the 1 of God's * 
reign Pleaſure concerning me. Many Sinners there 
are who talk at this Rate; ſome, th, a. Deſign 1 
ridicule the Doctrine of the 6 GY nty of Dir 
Grace, as an abſurd Do To theſe I 
fay Nothing more. now, hi ban them Pokey 
and prayerfully to read the ninth Chapter of Romans 
and when they have thus read it, let them immedi- 
ately give up their Cauſe, or find Braſs enough to 
brand the divinely inſpired Apoſtle Paul as the Athe- 
nian Philoſophers did) for a vain and ridiculous. Bab- 
ler. Other Sinners there are who allow the Doc- 
trine of the Sovereignty of Divine Grace to be true 
and certain; who yet wretchedly pervert the ſame 
to their Ruin, or are in great Danger of ; by excu- 
ſing themſelves in the Neglect of utmoſt Painfulneſs, | 
Prayerfulneſs z and Perſeverance in the Uſe of all tage 
Means of Grace and Salvation. Now for the Caution 
of ſuch I recommend theſe following Conſiderations. 
Conſider, | 
1. If you neglect or become remiſs or LN 
in your Prayers and the Uſe of all or any other Means 
of Grace and Salvation which you are favoured with; 
you run directly counter to the divine Commands, and 
thereby take the ready Courſe to enſure Damnation 
to your ſelves. Nothing i in the Scriptures is plainer, 
than that Sinners are enjoin'd by God's preceptive 
Will, to do that which alſo the innate Principle of 


 Self-Love well regulated will excite them, to, 1 


that they exert themſelves to the utmoſt. in all 
gious Duties, in purſuing and endeavouring to 
their ſpiritual and eternal Well-Being, The Tord 
Jeſus Chriſt hath commanded Sinners to exert them- 
ſelves to the utmoſt in Queſt of Grace here and Glo- | 


ty e Thus he hath done with his . 
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while bodily preſet here on Earth, Lule 13. 45 
Strive to der "erat the trait Gute. Fobn Z 55 
Labtur for that Meut tubich endureth td tverlaſtind 
Life, tobich the Son of Man ſhall give unto you. And 
thus did he afterwards by his Spirit in the Mouths 
and Pens of his Apoſtles, Philip. 2. 12. Mort our 
your own Salvation with Nur and Trembling. © 2 Pei. 
T. 10. Give Diligence to make jou Calling and Elettſn 
fare, Then onder... gf 
2. God looſeth not his Authority to command, 
|  . tho' Sinners have forfeited any Claim to theProntifid. 
| It muſt indeed be conceded, that if there were nd 
other Relation betwixt two Parties, than that which 
is properly foederal, or a Covenant Relation, whettih 
_ the Parties ate no otherwiſe obliged to each othet tan 
by Compact: In this Caſe, if either of the Parties pre 
once in Covenant with the other ( tho' it be by his rot 
own Default) forfeits any Claim of the other, kEis MW Nc 
not any longer holden to the other, any farther N din 
to ſuffer the Penaltyfor Breach of Covenant. But 
if a Superiour, as a King, Parent or Maſter ſhbuld BW M. 
ſee Cauſe to covenant with his inferior Correlatezand Ml pli 
the inferior ſhould, by his own Default, cut Himfelf BM anc 
off from claiming any Benefit by that Covenant; this 
can do Nothing towards diffolving the native of öl- 21 
Final Authority of the Superior. So in the preſe£it 
"Cafe, if Sinners have forfeited any Claim to a'Pro- 
miſe, 'this' can't diſfolve their native Obligation f 
3. It ati Argumont of a fordid mercenary Spirit, 
that we will not do our Duty, without being firſt 
aſſur'd of Wuges for it. What ? Will we not 
take any Pairs in the Proſecution of a Bufintlh pf 
ſuch vaſt Importance as that of Grace here ad G- 
ry hereafter; o any other Condition than that «bf 
i 1 N 2 God Cy 8 
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God's aſſuring us befbrehand by his Promiſe, that we 
ſhall certainly-ſuceced?* How ſordid & baſe were this? 
See how it loses in the Inſtance of a poor ftarv'd pe- 
tiſning Beggar. He is directed to apply for Relief 
to ſome: noble wealthy, generous Perſonage, who is 
able to help, and who hath of his mere Generoſity 
relieved Multitudes under ſuch Circumſtances: But 
now the ſturdy Beggar replies, not I, I will not ſtir 
a Foot towards him, unleſs I have firſt ſuch a Pro- 
miſe of him, that it ſhall not remain at his mere 
Pleaſure to give or with- hold needed Supplies: I 
will not go except I may upon his Word firſt given, 
boldly challenge at his Hands what I want. In this 
Caſe your Indignation againſt the ſordid Wretch 
would riſe to ſuch a Degree, as that you would be 
provok'd to ſay of him; een let him then die and 
rot on the Dunghill, if he be ſo proud and ſtout. 
Now in Application of this Simile, I may ſay to thee; 
dinner ! whoſoever thou art, that thus abuſeſt the 
Doctrine of the Sovereignty df divine Grace in 
Manner as beforeſaid; as Nathun to David in the p- 
plication of his Parable, thou art the Man or Woman; 
and would to God, it might have as good Effect. 

12 Again conſider, NR ROY n Le 
4. God hath many a Time heard the Prayers even 
of carnal Perſons, of his mere Sovereignty, though 
he hath neuer before aſſured them Audience by any 
expreſs Promiſe, eſpecially on their Perſeverance and 
encreaſing Importunity; that is to ſay, he hath gra- 
ciouſly granted the Bleſſings thus aſkt in Prayer for 
the Matter of it agreeable with his Will, akbough - 
the Sins attending the ſame, ariſing from a wibng 
Principle and End were more than enough to juſtify 
God in the Rejection of the Suppliant with Abhoi- 
rence, We have a very 5 —— 
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Sheep of the Houſe of 


| beeh fully 


good to him. 
lenſible that God is not a Debtor to him by his Pro» 
miſe or any other Way, Nr Tr re- 
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of this! in the Caſe. of the Woman Gunn, rial 
ded in Mat. 1 5. ga, Kc. What the Apoſtle Gait of 
the Epheſians before their Conyerſion;ta the Chriſtian 
Faith, Ghap. 2. u. 12. At that Time ye were lll 
aut Cbriſt, being | Aliens from the Gommun-wealth.of 


Haul 2322 from theCovenants of Promiſe hav 
'orld ; was tive 


,and Without. God. in the'd 
'oman- : She was neither a native nor 


_—_— 


Diſciples, ver. 24. 1 am not 


ut has fo: the- | 
' Iſracl 3. 


her ſelf, ver. 26. 75 is not meet to take the. Childrens 
Bread and to caff it to Dogs : And the Woman het 


_ ſelf never pretends a Claim to any Promiſe ; but per- 


{waded of the Power and Goodneſs of Chriſt, the is 


| Importunate;and perſevering in her Cries for Mercy, 


and is, graciouſly heard and anſwer d. And this is 
the Caſe with almoſt all who have been converted in 
adult Age; their Prayers whilſt unconverted have 
been heard and graciouſly-anſwered, in the Beſtow- 
ment of converting Grace, when once they have 
brought to difclagn. any Challenge _ 
at the Hands of Gad, and freely 
he may either Gat or with-hojd- the fame 28 * — 

believe, the Sinner muſt be made 


ſpecial Grace. 
And J can't but think, that a 
ay in vain for Jong Time and. with com 
| Giderable Earneſtneſs for re Grace, and find 
emlelves. as far off as ever, is becauſe. theydo all un- 
_ ter a Notion: Ot eee, n 

22 Pos 


1 Reabon why 


Feen Iaaclies as appears by what Chriſt ſaid to 


Fay 


5 
& F 


vYy 
* 


8 


„ 


Lr rin 


> 
s 2 

* 
2 q 


Sts 
. - be 
- 


— 


owes me not Grace in Point of ſtriẽt Jul 
tice, I can aud do 
laſtingly rejected after all I — done, God would:bs 
juſt and righteous ; but my hoe is on Wi 
— in the Promiſts. Now my dear Frietids, 
inute here; and conſider how ines 


ſuch Talk or Thoughts are. Can yeu 


to the Good 
Man ſhould-- 


Act of — was ar Vet v 
lemnly promiſed and vi 
Point of Juſties to p 


he is —— holden in 


his Promiſe, as if the 
Condition was'6f an huavalent wee, Bur t6 pe- 
ceed, conſider; |! 
5. Though « gractieſs Sinner hath 46 Chim 16. 2 
Promiſe of c Grace; yet the Proniiſes of 
is i ofpel afford unto Singers gr 
t in ſteking 
may be and arc juſtly 


and for this Purpoſe 


— will ſay I n fully convihced dae Gel 
own, that ir 1 Were Were 


1 
one to break his Plendilb to another ? Indeed ir che 
Condition of a Fromiſe beam no ä ——ů— in Y Value | 


de hath ones ſo- 


rlidh, 5 


improved 
by viſe and godly ths for che Olching of 


Sinners 
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Sinners in the Queſt hereof. Such graeious Paſſages 
of Scripture fo far as they refer to the unconverted; l 
look upon as ſo many Predictions or Propheſtes of 
what the Lord deſigns, and will in his own Time 
and Way graciouſly. accompliſh, though none can 
| beforehand ordinarily know in particular the deſigned 
li Subjects. And theſe Expreſſions taken in this Senſe | 
afford a ſufficient Ground of Encouragement toja+ 
= waken'd Sinnets, It ſeems to me that Sinners, view- | 
more Encouragement -miniſtred: to them, than if 
they are conſider'd: as formal Promiſes made them 
on certain Conditions therein expreſt to be performed 
phy them. Let us for Example take a View of what 
We have in ae. 36. 25. &. Thin will 1. ſprinkle 
clean; Mater upon you; and ye ſhall be; clean new 
+ will yet for this be inguired of by the Houſe o «rl 
#0 do it for them,' Now if we conſider theſe | 
as containing à Promiſe of regenerating. Grace made 
to Sinners on a Condition tobe performed by them; 
here the awaken'd Sinner will befor ever reſtlefs, con- 
ſcious of his own, Failure as ta bis Compliance with 
the Condition, But af-we: Sanſider theſe Things as 
a Prediction or prophetical Declaration of God'ꝭs gra- 
cCious Purpoſes. towards Sinners, including therein, 
not only the main End and Deſign, but alſa the 
E Means leading thereunto $84! H erg the Sinner finding 
in himſelf this gracious Purpoſe of God operating tho 
in the ſmalleſt; Beginnings, of what is only preli- 
minary or preparatory to Converſion, doth entertain | 
4 I operates from one Step to another, ſo the | 
. Grounds of Encouragement are ſtill riſing; beeauſe 
in this Light he yiews the whole Work, ones 15 
| 1 m ; 
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ſmalleſt Beginnings to it's Conſummation, in Chriſt's 
Hands, th having begun à good Mart will hopef 
perform it until the « Day of Ghrifl, Philip. 1. 6. In 
theſe Paſſages of Scripture the Sinner may ſor his 
Encouragement, ſee the Exhibisation of the gracious 
Purpoſe of God, his almighty Power and infinite 
Goodneſs. in theConverſion and Salvation of the worft 
of Sinners; and ſo be aſſured of the Poſſibility of his 
own Converſion : Which then riſeth into ſome Pro- 
bability, when he finds (in Purſuance of ſuch'# graci- 
ous Deſign.) an Heart given to ſeek regenerating 
Grace; and the more earneſt and perſevering he is 
help'd to be, the higher the probability ſtill riſes, be- 
cauſe the whole is in the Hand of an infinitely wiſe 
gracious and mighty Efficient And what more can 


be expected or deſired? Once more conſider, | -+ 1 


6, By your Neglect of Prayerfulneſs, Painfulneſs' 
and Perſeverance in Queſt of Grace and Salvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, you take the ready Courſe to cut your 
ſelves off from all Hopes of obtaining. It's agreed 
on all Hands, not only by thoſe who ſuppoſe, that 
the Sinner is ſecured of ſaving Mercies, by the Pro- 
miſes of God, on Condition of his honeſtly exerting 
himſelf in proper Endeavours therefor; but alſo by 
thoſe who know that ſaving Mercies take their Riſe 
in this Diſcourſe:: y it's univerſally agreed, that 
the careleſs negligent Sinner, continuing ſo, hath no 
Ground at all to hope that he ſhall ever be ſared. 
What then doſt thou mean poor Sinner, who art 


from God's mere gopd Pleaſure, as before held forth 


ſtriving (not to enter in;at the ſtrait Gate, but) to 


Juſtify or at leaſt excuſe thy Neglect of ſeeking the 


great Salvation exhibited in the Goſpel, by ſuch a 
wretched / perverting of the precious Doctrine of the 
SBovereignty of Divine Grace? What a Madneſs is 
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and aſcertaining thine oon Damnation, as ſome othes 
da in working out their own Salvation with Fear and 
Ttembling; and for the ſame general Reaſon, viz; 
becauſe it is God that works in us to Will and to do 
of his on good Pleaſure ? Unhappy Creature: ! 
Art thou then deſperately reſolved:in thine own mind 
that thou wilt e'n bear Damnation vas well as thou 
can'ſt? Oh amazing ! Can thine Hart endurr or 
thine Hands be ſtrong in the Day that Gau ſhall dini 
| with the Exel. 22, 14. Who among ds ſhall 
| dwell with the devouring Fire? Who among us ſhall 
; dwell with everlaſting Burnings? II. 33. 14. But: I 
muſt proceed to improve the Subject e HE 
Us III. Hence learn, that the very worſt of Sin- 
ners in this World, under Goſpel Advantages are not 
excluded Hopes of obtaining ſaving Mercies at the 
Hands of God, on the Account of either the Greatneſs - 
or Number, or aggravating Circumſtances of their 
Sins, or their longContinuance hitherto in a State and 
Courſe of Sin. Satan that grand Enemy of Souls; 
always ſeeking whom he may devour, rocks the Cra- 
dle and keeps the Sinner faft aſleep in carnal Security 
5 and Iadolence, as long as poſſibly he can; and would 
be glad to have him ſleep on and take his Reſt, till 
| he be awakned with the Flames of Hell about his 
Ears. ' If the Sinner meet with ſomething in the 
Miniſtry of Divine Ordinances or Providences, that 
gives him a little Diſreſt for a ſhore Time; Satan 
is watchful to quiet him again aſſdon as poſſible be- 
fore he is throughly awakened z by Suggeſting to 
him, either that his Sins that trouble him are ſmall; 


to, and yet in a ſafe Eſtate, being no more than 


mere Peccadilloes, what the beſt of Men are liable 


= < r = 


if they are great in themſelves, yetina conkderadls | 
Meaſure excuſable on the Account of ſome extraordi- 
nary: Provocation or Temptation, that might have 
maſtered the beſt Man on Earth : If theſe Devices 
fail him, he has another at Hand; he will if poſſible 
perſwade the Sinner at leaſt to ſuſp pend his anxious 
Concern about his Sins and his a for the prefent, 


| and promiſeth him a more convenient Seaſon/after< 
wards. But ſometimes theſe Artifices of Satan for 
| keeping the Sinner aſleep, or getting him to ep 4 


in, when he begins to make a Stir, prove not effecs 
tual for this Purpoſe : Now the Devil e 


ſhape and acts the Part of a roaring Lyon, when his 


ſerpentine Wiles fail him. He now tell the rowzed \ 
Sinner, your Caſe: is deſperate ; your Sins are ſo many, 
ſo great in themſelves, ſo highly. aggravated and fo 


long continued in, that it is in vain for you to hops 


for Mercy; and its beſt for you to take what ſen⸗ 
ſual Pleaſures you can in this World, It is rom ſuch 
Suggeſtions of the Devil that Sinners ſay 
as In Iſai. 22. 13, Let us. eat and drink for to-morrow. 
we ſhall die; and as in Fer. 18. 12, There is ns Hope, 
but we will walk after our own * Devices, and we will 
every one do the Imagination of his evil Heart, God 
of his Infinite Mercy gra grant, that none of us may be 
ſo ignorant of- Satan's Devices, that he may get this 


Advantage at laſt of us to conſummate our Ruin 


Poor diſtreſt and diſconſolate Sinner !. art thou juſt 
ready to conclude. deſperately againſt thy ſelf, that 
there is no hope or Help for thee in God, but that 
thou muſt inevitably periſh everlaſtingly ; becauſe thy 
Sins are for Size like the Mountains of the Earth, and 
for Number like the _ on the Shore, attended 
with the moſt aggravating Circumſtances, and long 


perſiſted in? — chat it is the Devil we 
er 
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ther of Lyes, who prompts thee to draw this falſe Con- 
cluſion, tho* from true Premiſes, © Think of the 
greatneſs, the Number and aggravating Circumftances 
of thy Sins as much as thou wilt, the more the bet- 
ter + But withal think of the Sovereignty of Divine 
Grace thro Jeſus Chriſt. Never was one Sinner 
ſince the Fall of Adam therefore converted, pardoned 
and ſaved, becauſe he was (aktecedent to the Im- 
preſſions of Divine Grace on his Soul) better than 


another, or leſs Criminal than another, but | becauſe 


God will be gracious to whom he will be- gracious, and 
will ſbeto Mercy to whom he will ſhew Mercy '' 
The Conſideration of the Sovereignty of Divine 
Grace is infinitely more encouraging than diſcouragi 
to all who ſhould be encouraged. ' It is ind 
mortifying to the haughty and proud Sinner, and 


— 


may it give a fatal Stab to the letting out of the very, 
Hearts - Blood of damning Pride & Self- Righteouſneſs: 


But it's very encouraging to the awakened and deeply 
convinced Sinner. Such an One may think and 
juſtly too, tho? I have been the chief of Sinners, as 
vile a Miſcreant as Manaſſeh, as foul a Debauchee as 
Mary Magdalene, once: poſſeſſed with ſeven Devils, 
as virulent an Oppoſen and Perſecutor of thoſe zealouſly 
engaged to build up the Kingdom of Chriſt in it's 


Power and Purity 28 ever Saul ( afterwatds called 


Paul) was while a Phariſee; and even {worſe than 
any or all theſe: Yet if the Grace of God to Sinners 


be merely ſovereign and arbitrary, it 'may be I may. 


obtain Mercy thro* Chriſt : For it is @ faithful Say- 
ing and worthy of all Accepiation, that Feſus Chriſt 
came into the World to ſave Sinners, of 1ohom ( faith 
the Apoſtle): am ehref. 1. Tim. 1. 15. 

Moreover, this Docttine is applicable ee 1 
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lee enn lese 
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Ust Iv. goa m9 to thoſe” who AE. 


ing on the State of their own Souls, with-a Deſſre ts 
know bet it .. Wie ure all of us apace'goingoff © 
the Stage of this Life + It is but a little While before 
the Places that now k⁰ us will know us no more: 

Andi it's very probable that many of us, now in Com- 
pany before the Lord in his Houſe, will be in Eter= 
nity before the Revolution of another Year, We 8 
| likewife know that we all have immortal Souls capa« 
ble of exiſting ſeperately in a State of ' Happineſs or 
Miſery during their Seperation from the Body; and 
that eyen our Bodies themſelves ſhall be raiſed at the 
laſt Day out of their Duſt; and be again animated with 
the ſume Souls; and that there is prepared for the 
everlaſting Entertainment of every one of us, either 
an Heaven of Happineſs, or an Hell of Miſery ine! 
preflible;-accordin as we are found in a State of Grace 1 
or of Sin, at the Hime of our Nature's Diſſolution?ꝰ 
I hope* therefore that many of you are diſpoſed tio 
enquite ſeriouſty into' your Sate with à ſincere Defire 
to know what it is; that you may hate the greater 
Comfort and Joy if it be ſafe ; or if otherwiſe, this | 
you may fly for your Lives to the alone Hope and 1 
Nefuge ſet befors you, — It the Golden Seeptre t 


e e re Moerey ſtands open 

this Furpoſt |-agrecable'to this Subject 
recommend i ir to you}; den dite cloſely and impar- 
tially in ſuridry Particulars, in Which I beſeech, be Ml 
faithful to your o-] ¹n Souls. oF #: ; 4 h ei 74 | . 


1. Enquire 3* Have yo e clear Sevſe of = 
Divine Sovereignty in the Buſineſs of our al 
and eternal Salvation?” Can you with ng 
and in Sincerity ſubſcribe! your: Aſſent to the Tru F 
of our Doctrine? Think cleſely whit” Anſwer: * 
n God himſelf mould demand of y 

7 Sinner What üs bedr thou ? May-1 45 
what, will with mine gun? Ts it certaing 
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and Mercy thro J whom T will, and 
merely hegauſe I will,? I would with all Humiligy fay 
dd thee, Sinner, as Gd in another Caſe toad, 2 
Sam. 24. 13. Adviſe now and ſeewhat Anſium I full 
return to bim that ſent me. If thou canſt anſwer 
__ - Clearly-and fully in the aſſirmative; it is well a8 far 
godly Perſon, for many in this Point as well othem, 
may ſeem to have ſound Heads, who yet have ratten 
Hearts. But if thou heſitateſt on this Point, hut more 
eſpecially if thou anſwereſt boldly in the Nagstive; 
the Examination needs go no farther ; there appears 
vpon thee a very black Mark, ſuch as is not the Spot 
ef God's Children. But ſuch, an One as anſwers this 
$& Enquiry in the Affirmative, I beſeech farther 


nne tonnes 
: 2+ Have you ever been brought to a full Submifion 

2 Divine Sovereignty in the Diſtribution of ſaving 
ercies thro? Ieſus Chriſt ? This is a Step far beyond 

the ſormer: That hath it's Seat in the Head, this in 

the Heart 3; that in the Underſtanding only, this in 


. . the Will alſo; that may be alone without this, but 
mia latter always pre- ſuppoſath the former. Have 
Jau, being fully convinced of the, Truth of the Doc- 
tage, and notwithſtanding a juſt Senſe of the Wrath 

d Indignation-of an holy [Sin-hating God againſt 
ſuch a fallen guilty Creature as you are, have you 
 Humblycaſt Zur ſelf dawn at the Foot tool of the 


Throne of Grace, reſolvedly waiting there, until it 
Wall pleaſe bim to extend ſaving Merey to you thro' 
Jeſus Chriſt, with an Heart diſpoſed: to juſſify God, 
ih after all / he ſhould finally rej ect you? If a well in- 

med Conſcience can clearly anſwer this Enquiry. in 

the Affirmative;; the Caſe looks very hopeful. Hut L 
fear ſome S 
mmereſore for farther Proof, enquire in the next Nara, 
. Har you ever found any confiderable Struggliog 


- 
. U As 
* * 6 — ” 
* 2 ” - 
% , » #"< 7 Y" is 6 
*. : ; - 
* © Pos — mf 
148 2 5 
4 . . 1 3 * 
= : $+— ta L % F 1 
— FO N 5 «7 * 5 * 
* n e 
- 122333 e e 


' Ie 
3 
. * 1 I. 
” w 42 2 


ing that you tiould- not be Tengble- bier Al 
if yourHeart hath never oppoſed this Submilfion 1 
p peaking of, I am at leaſt very fuſpicious that you art 
Strangerd to the Thing it ſelf. Oh f the proud and 
Tok Hearted Sinner Tan't bear to buckle thus: "Wine? | 
Te admit - to God's Diſpoſal " Þ 
| Aſſurande ef a'good Iſſue f Ne, it's ere 
than Fleſh and Blood can bear. Hefe the Sinner fidrts 
k, this is the ſpecial critical Point, the diſtremeg 
Pinch attending the New- Birth: Hirberto 'coftic miliny - 
Singen who never at laſt get through this Spot: Here 
| r „ 


have-oedinarily found a great deal of 

through the ReluQancy of Thely — proud 
who can't eaſily bear to part with their v6wn Riet bel 
ouſnefs; of which they muſt be ſtript fark haked; 
elſe they can never ſhoot this Gulf. Are —— 
that you have met with Difficulty im this Spot, aud 
found your Proud Hearts 7 ain 
God; thinking it hard that thou muſt ſubmit zt d 
Foot without Aſſuranee beforthatid of a good ſue: 
4. Enquire 5 Have you been ec and en 
confounded on the Aordunt of this your m 
and found it at lehgthic bom db en-? 0 
do thete io wat Ground ef Hops ik pr 88 a nt © 
the Match betwixt Chriſt and your Soul-'witl be fen 
made up, if it be not already confutnihatell' 3 the 

removed: 


main ment being if 
r 
939 in a believe 


t Mealure taken off. - 51 
that the 3 r 
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and hedvyladen Souls coming to bi 
in ſome ſenſidle Degiec * oul's 
2 Af & tl 
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Soul bade, v3 conſequential to: the Su iſſic ( 
| 3 ſpoken of, * an hopeful Symptom of 1 IE 
en with Chriſt,” But if preſent Quietneſs in a, Soul 
eh diftreſt be not introduced by this Submiſtion it 


0 mer Stupidity, or rather the governing Prevalence 
of 2 felf-righteous Spirit. But enquire further, en Þ 
Hath the Eaſe and Comfort you find in the 
bopeſ ul Method aforeſaid been, attended with a deep 
ſe of your own Vileneſs on- the one, Hand, and 8 
the aſtoniſhing Riches of divine Grace thro through Jeſus 
Chriſt on the other ? If nat, your. Peace is not ge- 
nuine but ſpurious and worſe than. Nothing. But if 
ou now think more meanly of yourſelves, and more 
ighly and adoringly of the infinite Riches of Divine 
ace in and through Jeſus Chriſt, to ſuch. vile, con- 
temptible,ill-deſerviog de AY you are; ns 
round to hope, your Peape is.ſuch. as Chriſt, 
ven; reg your State is ſafe. Eſpecially, wn 
_ +1 7+ If yon find. hereupon evidently a new, Turn of 
Soul, in all the Powers thereof. That will doubtleſs 
always hold dh Thich the Apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor. 
$427, Fam Man be in Chrift, be is a new Creature, 
L 25 Things are paſt away, behold all uf are, become 
7 80 1p, 77 755 * mw le of Do you find this 2 The 
of 2 AQs upon it ſelf, 
__ 8 — ee, if de any evident I urn 
here, in your Feen! ill and Affections. 
Jaye you pus off tbe old Man with, bit Deeds, and p 
27 new Manaubich is renewed; in Knowledge, aft 
Hot bim who bas created you anew, Ca, 194. 
e that N. out of a Boks of N ante 
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of Sin; this is — Object 


gain, t EY 
in the Will. The Obj — of: It's Choice on 4 
one Hand, — of it's RejeBion on the other, are 
ao the Reverſe of what they were before. Thoſe 
ſincerely tae hold on theCovenant, chuſe the Things 


"> t\pleaſe God, Iſa. 56. 4. They now. with AA 4 


chuſe rather to ſuffer Aflidtion with the People of Go 
than to enjoy the. Pleaſures ¶ Sin for a Seaſon, en. 


75 the Reproach of Chrift greater Riches, than | the 


ogy" in Egypt, Heb. 11. 25, 26. Once more 
ections now run in new Channels, both the 
3 Affections, as, Deſire, Hope, Love, Joy Cc. 
and the ſeperating Affections, as, Contempt, Fear, 
Hatred, Grief.&c. Theſe AfﬀeRions are indeed phy- 
ſically conſidered, the ſame as they were; but er 
are objeRively vaſtly differing, yea and contrary. Now 
ſpiritual and heavenly Things are the Objects of * 


with Contempt on all the ſublunary World, with. its 
Pleaſures, - Profits and Honours, that before a 


gay and charming. Now he:ſears not them which: hi 4 
"7 


the Body, but are not able ta. kill the Saul; but be; 
him . is Able to deflirey both Soul and Boch in 


ing 
Zhange now 


Souls principal Deſire, Hope, Love and-Joy:;-inftead |. 
of ſinful, or at beſt merely'carnal * Now- 
the Believer. treads the Moon under his Feet, looks 
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not with a ſlaviſh, but a filial Fear. Nom be is no 


more as formerly a Hater of God and Helineſs, but 8 | 
of his .implacable-Neteita> ' i 


tion. Now he grieves bitterly. not for the Diſappoin- 


ment of his worldly Schemes and Hopes as before, 
but for bis Sins that have ſeperated betwixt God and if 


him, and occaſioned the hiding of God's Face from 


until ne 


gy Ao — whom: bis 


i 


his Soul, and whereby be hath endred himſelf ley of 
—— 2 and baſeſt Ingratitude 3 and he can 
never enjoy an Comfort more ew ores = 


r „ * 


of the Soul in it's-fevera] Rowess will always influence! 


. in à State of Grace To thoſe: of the ſormer Sort, 


cular and muſt therefore only refer vou to, and 
carneſtly beſeech, yea and ſolemnly e 


E 


"Divine ese 
ee, theWater- Brooks, 


ney 


oreover _—- 


the practical Converſation unto Holinek,  without- 
which. no: Man ball fee” the Lord. Nom Sin 0 not 
reign in the mortal Body of a Believer, ibut h 

ey it in the Lufts tberroſ, acitber till i ylali biy 
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